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Maintaining and enhancing positive working relationships 
with our key stakeholders is a priority activity that will 
continue to feature strongly for the South West Group as 
we seek to influence investment and policy decisions that 
benefit the region.

This edition showcases the recent 10 year anniversary 
of the Australian Marine Complex in Henderson, reports 
on completed and upcoming regional events, highlights 
statistics that will influence the regional economy, outlines 
the Board’s planned economic development tour of Adelaide 
and provides examples of recently lodged South West 
Group submissions with implications for the South West 
Metropolitan Region and the member Councils.

Events

 Â Regional Freight Forum

The South West Group is hosting a Regional Freight 
Forum from on 11 April 2014 at the City of Cockburn 
Administration Centre Reception Room. The forum is the 
second in the series that follows the successful Regional 
Transport Forum event held at the City of Melville on 8 
November 2013.

The Regional Freight Forum aims to provide an industry 
perspective on the freight task and challenges in the 
South West Metropolitan Region and the role of the 
region in managing current and future freight and 
logistics activities. Speakers include Sean Jeffries (Port 

Manager – Fremantle, Patrick/Asciano), Sue McCarrey 
(Deputy Director General, Department of Transport), 
Laurie Piggott (Consultant and Executive Officer WA 
Ports Operations Taskforce) and Mick McCarthy (Director 
South West Group).

Invitations for the event were distributed in mid March, 
however anyone interested in attending can register their 
interest by contacting Joanna Ong on (08) 9364 0637 or 
email Joanna.ong@melville.wa.gov.au.

 Â Congestion Management Briefing

The South West Group arranged a briefing by Main 
Roads on their congestion management program. The 
briefing, held on 5 March 2014 at the City of Fremantle, 
was provided by Des Snook (Executive Director, Road 
Network Services) and included plans to manage 
congestion hotspots and corridors in the metropolitan 
area and the region, as well as trials and the use of 
technology applications to reduce congestion impacts.
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Overview of last and next

Following the release of the inaugural South West Group Quarterly Bulletin in December 2013, this edition is the 

first for 2014, aimed at keeping stakeholders up to date on activities and initiatives in the South West Metropolitan 

Region. Having just celebrated its 30th Anniversary, the South West Group has established itself as a regional 

organisation that has successfully advocated for priorities and investment in the region.

initiator:joanna.ong@melville.wa.gov.au;wfState:distributed;wfType:email;workflowId:aa1367a6a965423d8a71664cc40b89aa
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AMC Celebrates 10 Years

The Australian Marine Complex (AMC) in Henderson is 
a major defence and manufacturing precinct in the South 
West Metropolitan Region, which the South West Group 
strongly advocated for during its early development and 
planning phase.

The AMC 10th anniversary celebration, held on 4 March 2014 
at the Jakovich Centre, included presentations from Hon. 
Phil Edman (Chairman of the Western Trade Coast Industries 
Committee) and the Hon. Michael Mischin (Attorney General 
and Minister for Commerce), with John O’Hare (General 
Manager Marine and Defence, Energy and Australian Marine 
Complex from Department of Commerce) undertaking the 
MC role.

The AMC continues to go from strength to strength with the 
AMC Common User Facility (AMC-CUF) having delivered 
more than $1.6 billion to the Western Australian economy 
since June 2003, creating 24,000 jobs across 361 projects. 

Some of the key projects and activities support the defence, 
mining and oil and gas industries including:

 Â Gorgan (wharf cassions and support infrastructure, 
accommodation for quarantine services, vessel 
maintenance, service and supply base)

 Â Defence (construction, maintenance and repair of 
vessels, including submarines)

 Â Mining (car dumpers, conveyor and reclaimer 
construction/assembly)

 Â Marine and other  (wharf, crane and docking 
construction and support)

 Â Oil and Gas and offshore industry (supply, maintenance 
and after market support for subsea modules)

Statistics

The release of land for housing construction and building 
approvals for new houses are key indicators on the health 
of the construction industry, which is a major employer in 
the region with over 20,000 FTE (13.6%) and second only to 
the manufacturing industry (14.2%) and followed by health 
care and social assistance (11.1%) and retail (10.5%). The 
South West Group has identified a “new houses” target of 
3,000+ for the region each year as being appropriate to 
accommodate population growth.

Data from 2007/08 to date on residential land final approvals 
and building approvals for the South West Metropolitan 
Region show the post GFC impact on the land development 
and construction industry, followed by a steady recovery 
to 2010/11 and then a slight dip in 2011/12 and a strong 
recovery thereafter.

Building approvals for 2012/13 of 3,174 were well above the 
regional target, with figures of 2,391 for July to December 
2013 suggesting building approvals between 4,500 and 5,000 
likely for the 2013/14 financial year. These figures bode well 
for the construction industry in the region and will ensure that 
the region play’s its role in accommodating population growth 
and providing employment for the construction industry.

Building Approvals and Residential 
Land Approvals for South West 
Metropolitan Region // 2007/08 to 
December 2013

Source: Western Australian Planning Commission and 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 
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The South West Group prepares regular statistical updates 
which covers building and residential land final approvals, 
labour market, population and other statistical data on a 
quarterly basis. Anyone interested in being added to the 
distribution list can by contact Joanna Ong on: 
(08) 9364 0637 or email Joanna.ong@melville.wa.gov.au.

Board Plans Economic Development 
Tour to Adelaide // 2 to 4 April 2014

The South West Group Board has undertaken a number of 
economic development tours over the last few years aimed 
at examining best practice and innovation across a range of 
topics and issues. The tours provide the opportunity for the 
Board, Councillors and member Council Directors to gain 
first hand knowledge on the planning, development and 
implementation of major initiatives and projects relevant to 
the South West Metropolitan Region.

The tours completed include the following key themes:

 Â April 2012 // Activity Centres Tour of Melbourne  
and Sydney

 Â April 2013 // Economic Development Tour of South  
East Queensland covering health and knowledge 
precincts coastal/marina/foreshore developments  
and civic/library precincts.

The April 2014 economic development tour in Adelaide, 
South Australia focuses on the key themes of:

 Â main street developments and small spaces activation
 Â light rail and value capture
 Â civic spaces, public amenity and large infrastructure 

projects in strategic locations
 Â sporting and recreational (aquatic) centre 

redevelopment and
 Â major urban village developments and place making
 Â storm water harvesting and water sensitive urban design.

Of particular interest will be how these large (and sometimes 
contentious) projects are planned and developed, with reference 
to innovative funding models that facilitate their establishment 
and share risk (across government and the private sector) 
to achieve urban densification, accommodate population 
growth close to the city centre and meet community needs.

Budget Submissions Target Planning 
and Transport Infrastructure Needs

The South West Group, as part of its regional advocacy 
role, lodged a number of submissions on State and Federal 
Government initiatives over the past three months on issues 
relevant to the South West Metropolitan Region including:

 Â Senate Inquiry into the Role of Public Transport in 
Delivering Productivity Outcomes

 Â Water Resources Reform
 Â State Aviation Strategy
 Â Planning Reform Discussion Paper Phase 2
 Â Planning Provisions for Affordable Housing Strategy
 Â State and Federal Budget – 2014 to 2018

Copies of the submissions are available via the following 
link to the South West Group website: 
www.southwestgroup.com.au/south-west-group/
submissions
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Regional Advocacy Going Strong

Over the last few months, the South West Group Director and 
Board members have met with State Members of Parliament 
(MPs) whose electorate, portfolio or area of interest is relevant 
to the South West Metropolitan Region. The purpose of these 
meetings is to brief MPs on the South West Group’s Regional 
Integrated Transport Framework and to seek feedback on the 
framework and other issues in the region.

According to Logan Howlett, South West Group Chair and 
City of Cockburn Mayor, “the meetings with MPs has been 
very successful and we have used this opportunity to outline 
priorities for the region, whilst seeking feedback from MPs 
on important issues that have implications for the region. 
These briefings will further enhance the relationship between 
the South West Group and its key stakeholders, with a 
view of gaining a better understanding of challenges and 
opportunities, attracting greater priorities and investment 
and facilitating policy decisions that support our regional 
objectives and programs.”

The South West Group will also be seeking to brief Federal 
MPs (Coalition, ALP, Greens) through special events arranged 
to fit in with their travel commitments and parliamentary 
sitting dates.
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Contribute

If you would like to contribute to the 
Quarterly Bulletin, please contact the 
South West Group for further details on:  
director@southwestgroup.com.au

Feedback 

The South West Group exists to inform you 
on issues you want to hear, please email 
any feedback to the South West Group on:  
director@southwestgroup.com.au
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