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Maintaining and enhancing positive working relationships 
with our key stakeholders is a priority activity that will 
continue to feature strongly for the South West Group as 
it seeks to influence investment and policy decisions that 
benefit the region.

This edition showcases the regional events held over the last 
few months, examines the outcomes of Local Government 
reforms being implemented by the State Government, 
considers the implications of the Perth Freight Link project 
recently announcement by the Federal Government, 
highlights job growth areas for the region and the broader 
economy, reports on the Board’s economic development 
tour of Adelaide and provides examples of recently lodged 
South West Group submissions with potential implications 
for the South West Metropolitan Region and the member 
Councils.

Events

 Â Regional Freight Forum

The South West Group hosted a Regional Freight Forum 
on 11 April 2014 at the City of Cockburn Administration 
Centre Reception Room. The forum, attended by over 
50 guests, was the second in the series that followed the 
Regional Transport Forum event held at the City of Melville 
on 8 November 2013. 

The Regional Freight Forum brought together leading 
speakers from industry and government to gain 
perspectives on the freight task and challenges facing 
the South West Metropolitan Region. Speakers included 

Sean Jeffries (Port Manager – Fremantle, Patrick/Asciano), 
Sue McCarrey (Deputy Director General, Department 
of Transport), Laurie Piggott (Consultant and Executive 
Officer WA Ports Operations Taskforce) and Mick 
McCarthy (Director South West Group).

Presentations and papers for the event are available 
from the South West Group website via this link: 
www.southwestgroup.com.au/south-west-group/events-1/past-events
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Overview

The August 2014 South West Group Quarterly Bulletin is the third of a series of communications aimed at 

keeping stakeholders informed on the activities and initiatives of the South West Group. 
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 Â Tonsley Redevelopment Project Presentation

The South West Group, in partnership with the 
Eastern Metropolitan Regional Council (EMRC) and the 
Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority (MRA), jointly 
hosted a presentation on the Tonsley Redevelopment 
project at the Midland Railway Workshops site on 
Thursday 5 June 2014. The Tonsley project site is located 
at the old Mitsubishi car manufacturing site at Clovelly 
Park in the City of Marion, south west of Adelaide in 
South Australia. 

The Tonsley delegation, which included the Director 
(Megan Antcliff), Project Director (Vincent Rigter) and 
Development Manager (Mark Lata), gave a very interesting 
presentation, followed by networking over lunch with 
the 25 guests. The delegation was in Perth to gather 
information on governance arrangements involved in 
transferring industrial redevelopment projects managed 
by government to the private sector and the adaptive  
re-use of heritage buildings in the redevelopment 
process.

 Â Local Government Reform 

The State Government continued to pursue its Local 
Government Reform agenda with the aim of having the 
number of local governments in the Perth Metropolitan 
Area halved from the existing 30 Councils to 15 Councils. 
Based on the State Government’s current timetable, it is 
anticipated that new local government arrangements will 
be in place by 1 July 2015.

The outcomes of the reform process will have significant 
implications for the South West Group, with the likelihood 
that the number of member Councils in the region will be 
reduced from six members to four members.

The Local Government Advisory Board (LGAB) is 
considering a number of proposals that are significantly 
different from those received to date which require 
advertising for the purpose of seeking submissions from 
those affected and interested parties. These proposals 
impact mainly on the City of Melville and the City of 
Cockburn. The 14th August 2014 is the closing date for 
submissions on the proposals currently advertised.

The key changes proposed through the Local 
Government Reform process on the South West Group 
member Councils include:

 Â Merging of the City of Fremantle and the Town of East 
Fremantle, along with boundary modifications to the 
south and east.

 Â Boundary modifications to the east, south and west in 
the City of Melville.

 Â Amalgamation and boundary modifications for the City 
of Cockburn and the City of Kwinana.

 Â Minor boundary change in a small area in the north 
west of the City of Rockingham.

Each of the member Councils have lodged their own 
submissions to the LGAB on the proposed changes put 
forward to date.

It is understood that LGAB will complete their report 
and recommendations prior to the end of August 2014, 
following which a decision on the LGAB recommendations 
will be made by the Minister for Local Government and 
Communities (Hon. Tony Simpson MLA).

The adaptive re-use of the Mitsubishi car assembly area 
includes the Tonsley TAFE (above) and a concept plan for 
the fully constructed Tonsley redevelopment project (below)
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Perth Freight Link

In the lead up to the Federal budget in May 2014, the Assistant 
Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development (Jamie 
Briggs) announced the Abbott Government’s commitment 
toward the $1.6 billion Perth Freight Link.

The Perth Freight Link project seeks to establish a direct link 
between Fremantle Port and the Kewdale Freight Hub, whilst 
removing 65,000 vehicles from the local road network daily. 
The project is proposed to be funded through a $925 million 
contribution from the Federal Government and requires 
$230 million from the State Government and $445 million 
from the private sector through a proposed heavy vehicle 
freight charge.

The State Government has not included any funding in the 
2014/15 budget or forward estimates for the project and it 
is understood that their $230 million contribution would be 
required to be funded from the sale of assets.

The main components of the Perth Link project relevant to 
the region include the extension of Roe Highway from the 
Kwinana Freeway to Stock Road (subject to environmental 
approvals), grade separation of Stock Road intersections 
through to Leach Highway and the High Street Upgrade.

The South West Group also met with the State Transport 
Minister, Dean Nalder, who explained that the Perth Freight 
Link is part of a $3.5 billion package of projects to improve 
freight transport in the metropolitan area and also includes 
the NorthLink project (Swan Valley Bypass and Tonkin 
Highway Grade Separations) and the Gateway project 
around Perth Airport.

Jobs Outlook

The Australian Jobs 2014 has identified that, over the last 
five years, WA was the fastest growing state nationally in 
terms of employment growth at 11.7% compared to the 
national average of 6.5%. 

The largest growth in the number of employees was in the 
following industries:

 Â Mining
 Â Construction
 Â Health Care and Social Assistance
 Â Professional, Scientific and Technical Services 

Projections for industries with expected employee growth in 
the South West Metropolitan Region over the next five years 
include:

 Â Retail – up 4,600 or 4.6% growth
 Â Education/Training – up 3,800 or 3.9% growth
 Â Health/Medical/Social – up 3,700 or 3.7% growth
 Â Professional/Scientific – up 2,600 or 2.6% growth
 Â Construction – up 2,000 or 2.0% growth 

It is estimated that an additional 23,000 employment 
positions will be established in the region, based on an 
overall 11.1% growth over the five year period. The average 
number of employed persons in the region for 2013 was 
around 200,000.

The only industry sectors in the region expected to contract 
over this period, be it marginally, are Agriculture/Forestry 
(down 0.3%) and Information/Media (down 0.1%). 

Economic Development Tour To 
Adelaide

The South West Group Board undertook an economic 
development tour of Adelaide, South Australia in April 2014 
focusing on: 

 Â main street developments and small spaces activation
 Â light rail and value capture
 Â civic spaces, public amenity and large infrastructure 

projects in strategic locations
 Â sporting and recreational (aquatic) centre 

redevelopment 
 Â major urban village developments and place making
 Â storm water harvesting and water sensitive urban 

design

The tour was most informative and provided opportunities to 
be briefed by agency heads from a number of key government 
agencies and CEOs from local governments in central city and 
metropolitan locations.
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Highlights of the economic development tour include: 

 Â The Riverbank precinct and the Adelaide Oval 
redevelopment 

 Â Bowden Redevelopment project
 Â Tonsley Redevelopment project
 Â Adelaide city centre revitalisation and activation through 

mall redevelopment, events and pop up venues

A report on the economic development tour of Adelaide is 
available from the South West Group website via this link: 
www.southwestgroup.com.au/south-west-group/publications/economic-

development-tour-reports

Submissions Respond to Key 
Regional Issues

The South West Group, as part of its regional advocacy 
role, lodged a number of submissions on State Government 
initiatives over the past three months on issues relevant 
to the South West Metropolitan Region including: 

 Â Swan Coastal Plain South Management Plan 2014
 Â Local Employment Coordinator Role in the South West 

Perth Priority Employment Area
 Â Kwinana Waste to Energy Public Environmental Review

Copies of the submissions are available via the following link 
to the South West Group website:  
www.southwestgroup.com.au/south-west-group/submissions
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Contribute

If you would like to contribute to the 
Quarterly Bulletin, please contact the 
South West Group for further details on:  
director@southwestgroup.com.au

Feedback 

The South West Group exists to inform you 
on issues you want to hear, please email 
any feedback to the South West Group on:  
director@southwestgroup.com.au

Subscribe 
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Email:

Organisation:

Contact

SOUTH WEST GROUP
10 Almondbury Road, Booragoon WA 6154
Locked Bag 1 Booragoon WA 6954
T: +61 (8) 9364 0631
F: +61 (8) 9364 0285
E: director@southwestgroup.com.au
www.southwestgroup.com.au


