
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEEPING STAKEHOLDERS INFORMED 

Welcome to the inaugural edition of the South West Group 
Quarterly Information Bulletin, which has been developed to keep 
stakeholders up to date on activities and initiatives underway in 
the South West Metropolitan Region. The Quarterly Bulletins will 
also include regional information and statistics that track 
employment, economic activity and other performance measures.  

SOUTH WEST GROUP CELEBRATES 30
TH
 

ANNIVERSARY 

The South West Group celebrated its 30th Anniversary at a 
cocktail function held on 29th November, 2013 at the City of 
Cockburn reception room. 

Attended by 60 guests, there were some familiar faces 
involved in the initial establishment of the South West Group in 
November 1983, as well as past Chairs and Directors. 

The celebration event recognised the achievements of the 
South West Group and its precursor, the South West 
Metropolitan Local Authorities Management Group, and the 
vision and important contribution from those founding years to 
present.  

 
 

City of Cockburn Mayor Logan Howlett with Simone McGurk (Member for 
Fremantle), City of Rockingham Mayor Barry Sammels (South West Group 
Chair) and Mick McCarthy (Director South West Group) at the 30th Anniversary 
celebration event. 
 

 

Foundation Members, Bob Smiley and Tony Armarego, reminisce about the 
early days of the South West Group with other guests. 
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CHRISTMAS WISHES FROM THE BOARD  

The South West Group wishes the member Councils, 
industry partners and key stakeholders a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year for the coming Festive Season.  

The outgoing 2013 South West Group Chair, Mayor Barry 
Sammels (City of Rockingham) thanked those involved 
during the year. “The South West Groups sincerely thanks 
all those for their contribution and effort throughout the 
year on activities, projects and services that benefit the 
South West Metropolitan Region – it has been a very busy 
and productive year” acknowledged Mayor Sammels. 

The incoming 2014 South West Group Chair, Mayor Logan 
Howlett (City of Cockburn) is looking forward to guiding the 
Board through a time when most of the member Councils 
will be dealing with changes and challenges as part of the 
Local Government reform process initiated by the State 
Government. 

According to Mayor Howlett, “The South West Group has a 
long history of collaboration and working together for the 
betterment of the region and our strong relationships will 
be critical in progressing priorities throughout 2014 and 
beyond.” 

REGIONAL TRANSPORT FORUM ATTRACTS INTEREST 

The South West Group has a long history of hosting transport forums to 
canvas transport issues and gain feedback on transport priorities and 
investment needs for the region. Over 60 guests attended the Regional 
Transport Forum held at the City of Melville’s Function Room on 8 
November 2013. 

Guest speakers included: Craig Wooldridge and Steve Beyer (pictured 
below) from the Department of Transport, presenting on the Moving 
People and Moving Freight studies, John Chortis from the Department of 
Planning on Sub-Regional Structure Plans and Urban Consolidation Plan 
and Mick McCarthy from the South West Group on the Regional Integrated 
Transport Framework. 

Copies of the South West Group paper on the Regional Integrated 
Transport Framework and presentations provided by the speakers are 
available on the South West Group website www.southwestgroup.com.au 

 

The South West Group Regional Transport forum on 8 November  
2013 attracted key stakeholders with an interest in the region. 

BUILDING APPROVALS SHOWING SIGNS OF PROMISE 

The recent building approvals data for the region is showing the transition of the economy toward building and construction is on track to achieve activity 
prior to the 2008 Global Financial Crisis (GFC). The 3,000+ regional target for new houses each year region was not achieved in  2010/11 (2,886) or 2011/12 
(2,741), with the latter part of 2012/13 boosting new house builds to 3,488 last financial year.  

2013/14 promises to be a bumper year, with figures to the end of October 2013 suggesting that total new house construction could top 5,000 in the region. 
In addition, other residential building approvals (apartments, units) are also tracking well above previous years by around 100%. These figures bode well for 
the housing and construction industry, which is expected to be a major contributor toward employment growth in the region over the coming years. 

 



 

REGIONAL INTEGRATED TRANSPORT FRAMEWORK TAKES SHAPE 

The South West Group adopted its Regional Integrated Transport Framework in 2013 and will be developing its 
component programs over the next 12 to 18 months to address key issues related to congestion, freight, government 
investment and public transport. 
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The South West Group have identified congestion as a major challenge for the future development of the South West 
Metropolitan Region and are promoting a broad strategy of integrated land use and transport planning, enhanced  public 
transport, increased active transport, freight on rail, utilisation of technology to optimise infrastructure capacity and use as
well as additional road and grade separation investment. 

The integrated freight program seeks to develop the value proposition through the “packaging” of regional priority 
transport projects to attract investment and priority funding of infrastructure to achieve more efficient freight 
movements associated with Fremantle Ports and the industrial and commercial precincts within the region. 

The region is a key economic driver for the State and Government investment on transport related capital works is 
required to better manage and maintain mobility, productivity and safety for economic and social development as 
population growth increases regional travel demand on infrastructure and services. 

The progressive development of high quality public transport that is integrated with increased opportunities for walking 
and cycling in support of regional initiatives for affordable living, targeted high density and increased local employment 
is an aspiration for our public transport future. 

            

Bus rapid transit services, such as those above operating in the United Kingdom, could form part of the solution to oving 
moving people more efficiently throughout the region and into major employment centres. 


