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Overview

The December 2014 South West Group Quarterly Bulletin is the fourth in a series of communications aimed at 

keeping stakeholders in the region informed on the activities and initiatives of the South West Group.
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Maintaining and enhancing positive working relationships 
with our key stakeholders is a priority activity that will 
continue to feature strongly for the South West Group as 
it seeks to influence investment and policy decisions that 
benefit the region.

In this edition, the South West Group:

 Â reports on outcomes of the recently held regional forum 
on Regional Parks management and coordination

 Â examines the Local Government reforms announced by 
the State Government affecting the region

 Â outlines the regional priorities advocated in State and 
Federal budget submissions

 Â provides examples of recently lodged South West 
Group submissions with regional implications and

 Â reports on the National Economic Development 
Conference in Darwin, including the key aspects of the 
Director South West Group’s presentation. 

Events

 Â Regional Parks Forum

The South West Metropolitan Region is fortunate to have 
some of the most valuable natural areas in the metropolitan 
area such as the Beeliar, Jandakot and Rockingham 
Lakes Regional Parks.

The South West Group hosted a forum held at the 
Cockburn Wetlands Education Centre involving 
member Council and Department of Parks and Wildlife 
management and operations staff. The purpose of the 
forum was to identify actions to improve the management 

and coordination of activities associated with Regional 
Parks and Nature Reserves in the region. The forum was 
well attended, with over 20 participants and a range of 
follow up actions are being progressed to facilitate better 
coordination and more productive working arrangements 
for the management of these biodiversity rich natural 
areas.

Local Government Reform

The State Government announced the revised boundaries 
for metropolitan councils on 20 October 2014 as part of its 
Local Government Reform agenda, with the following key 
changes related to the South West Group member Councils

 Â The new City of Fremantle is proposed to be formed 
by an amalgamation of the City of Fremantle and Town 
of East Fremantle, plus a number of additional areas 
including Bicton, Palmyra and Point Walter Reserve 
(from the City of Melville) and part of North Coogee, 
Hamilton Hill and Rottnest Island (from the City of 
Cockburn)

 Â An expanded City of Melville is proposed to include 
Jandakot Airport, part of Bibra Lake, Coolbellup and 
North Lake (from the City of Cockburn), Samson and 
part of O’Connor (from the City of Fremantle) and 
Rossmoyne, parts of Canning Vale, Leeming, Riverton, 
Shelley and Willetton (from the City of Canning). 
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 Â The Cities of Kwinana and Cockburn are proposed 
to amalgamate to create the City of Jervoise Bay, 
with the exclusion of the areas included in the Cities of 
Melville and Fremantle outlined above

 Â The City of Rockingham is planned to remain largely 
as is, apart from a minor boundary change around the 
Nickel Refinery, East Rockingham. 

From 1 July 2015, the South West Group Board will 
effectively be reduced from six member Councils to four 
member Councils, with required adjustments to the Board 
and committee structures should the amalgamations and 
boundary changes proceed.  

Further information regarding the State Government’s Local 
Government Reform changes can be found via this link:
http://metroreform.dlg.wa.gov.au/NewLG.aspx

Regional Priorities - Federal and State 
Budgets 2015/16 to 2018/19

The South West Group has identified a short list of regional 
priority projects for consideration by the Federal and State 
Governments in the lead up to budget preparation.

The regional priority projects and the South West Group’s 
lobbying and advocacy activities will focus on:

 Â Perth Freight Link – reviewing outcomes of decisions 
on State and Federal environmental assessments and 
business case, active participation in consultation 
activities, liaison with freight industry on freight charging 
and communication of regional scale issues identified in 
consultation with member Councils

 Â Community Connect South – preparing business 
case and supporting information for a package of road 
upgrades to address chronic traffic congestion around 
the Cockburn Central area

 Â Fremantle Outer Harbour – acceleration of land 
acquisition in Latitude 32 for intermodal terminal and 
the establishment of a governance structure to manage 
the outer harbour project as an integrated, multi-
stakeholder investment program

 Â Oil and Gas Industry Growth Centre – actively 
participate in stakeholder consultation forums and 
support proposal to establish oil and gas industry 
growth centre in WA, whilst communicating the 
importance of the Australian Marine Complex (AMC) 
and Jandakot City as key oil and gas facilities in the 
region.

Submissions Respond to Key 
Regional Issues

The South West Group, as part of its regional advocacy role, 
lodged a number of submissions in response to Federal and 
State Government initiatives over the past three months 
on issues relevant to the South West Metropolitan Region 
including:

 Â Senate Select Committee Inquiry into Abbott 
Government’s Budget Cuts

 Â Project Appraisal Framework Paper prepared by the 
Federal Department of Infrastructure and Regional 
Development

 Â Response to the Local Government Advisory Board 
Proposal 10 – City of Melville

 Â Jandakot Airport Master Plan 2014 prepared by 
Jandakot Airport Holdings Pty Ltd.

Copies of the submissions are available via the following link to 
the South West Group website:
http://www.southwestgroup.com.au/south-west-group/submissions
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National Economic Development 
Conference – Darwin 2014

Economic Development Australia held its annual conference 
at Darwin from 28 to 31 October 2014. The NEDC event 
attracted quality keynote speakers and over 200 delegates 
on the theme “Australia 2040 – Your Role”. The facilitated 
discussions were of particular interest as specialist 
practitioners engaged with conference delegates in smaller 
groups, with issues such as the digital economy being a topic 
of much discussion.

The Director South West Group presented a paper titled 
an “Integrated Program of Freight Projects” which outlined 
the importance of the freight and logistics industry to the 
region and the role of the South West Group in seeking 
to raise the profile of freight and attract priority status for 
investment in freight related infrastructure projects and 
facilities. Copies of the presentation can be found via this link: 
www.southwestgroup.com.au/south-west-group/events-1/past-events/

Season’s Greetings from the South 
West Group Board 

The South West Group Board takes this opportunity to wish 
our stakeholders a very Merry Christmas and a prosperous 
New Year.

The outgoing Chair of the South West Group Board, Mayor 
Logan Howlett JP from the City of Cockburn, extended 
thanks and appreciation to all those that have supported the 
South West Group over the last twelve months and wished 
families in the region all the best over the Festive Season. 

Mayor Howlett added “The South West Group Board has 
been through a challenging year, particularly in responding 
to issues arising from Local Government Reform, and we 
look forward to working with the member Councils and key 
stakeholders over the coming year to ensure that the region 
is well positioned to attract investment and employment for 
the benefit of our communities.”
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Contribute

If you would like to contribute to the 
Quarterly Bulletin, please contact the 
South West Group for further details on:  
director@southwestgroup.com.au

Feedback 

The South West Group exists to inform you 
on issues you want to hear, please email 
any feedback to the South West Group on:  
director@southwestgroup.com.au

Subscribe 

First name:

Surname:

Email:

Organisation:

Contact

SOUTH WEST GROUP
10 Almondbury Road, Booragoon WA 6154
Locked Bag 1 Booragoon WA 6954
T: +61 (8) 9364 0631
F: +61 (8) 9364 0285
E: director@southwestgroup.com.au
www.southwestgroup.com.au


