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Maintaining and enhancing positive working relationships 
with our key stakeholders is a priority activity that will 
continue to feature strongly for the South West Group as 
it seeks to influence investment and policy decisions that 
benefit the region.

In this edition, the South West Group:

 Â outlines lobbying priorities for the upcoming State   
 election

 Â describes the planned South West Metro Light Rail   
 study

 Â summarises the region’s subdivision and building   
 approvals statistics to date for 2016/17

 Â launches its new website 

 Â overviews the 2016 regional profile document “At a   
 Glance”

 Â outlines its submission on the Perth Transport Plan for  
 3.5 million

 Â provides a message from the Chair

PRIORITIES FOR UPCOMING FEDERAL AND 
STATE ELECTIONS

The lead up to elections is an opportune time to canvas 
sitting Members of Parliament (MPs) and Candidates 
planning to stand for the State election on 11 March 2017.

The South West Group has put forward a number of regional 
priorities in the lead up to the elections, largely based on the 
budget priorities previously outlined in the 2016/17 State 
budget submission including:

1. ADDITIONAL LANE KWINANA FREEWAY NORTH – 
RUSSELL ROAD TO ROE HIGHWAY ($150M BY 2019) – to 
improve freeway capacity and traffic flows at key bottleneck 
locations heading north into the city.

2. ARMADALE ROAD BRIDGE ($160M BY 2019) – 
aimed at relieving congestion around the Cockburn Central 
area and providing a direct east-west route from Armadale 
Road to North Lake Road.

3. HEAVY RAIL LINK BETWEEN THORNLIE AND COCKBURN 
CENTRAL ($340M BY 2020) – to provide an alternative 
passenger rail route to the Perth CBD and Perth Stadium, 
whilst providing greater contingency capacity in the rail 
network servicing the south metropolitan and Peel regions.

4. SOUTH WEST METRO LIGHT RAIL STUDY – support the 
South West Group in identifying priority light rail sections 
connecting activity centres and intensifying development 
along activity corridors in the region.

5. CANNING BRIDGE DUPLICATION AND RELOCATION 
OF THE BUS INTERCHANGE ($200M BY 2020) – Providing 
increased capacity and alleviating traffic congestion on the 
main gateway into the region from the Perth CBD, including 
the relocation of the bus interchange.

The above priorities are likely to be eligible for shared 
funding from the Federal Government. Project sheets have 
been prepared for these priorities and distributed to State 
Government MPs for consideration in the lead up to the 
election. The South West Group Board provided a briefing to 
State ALP MPs on the regional priorities at Parliament House 
on 18 October 2016 and is seeking to undertake a briefing of 
State Liberal MPs prior to the election.

OVERVIEW

The December 2016 South West Group Bulletin is the eighth of a series of communications aimed at 

keeping stakeholders in the region informed on the activities and initiatives of the South West Group.
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IDENTIFYING PRIORITY SECTIONS IN A 
FUTURE LIGHT RAIL NETWORK

The South West Group is planning to undertake a study to 
investigate and identify priority public transport networks in 
the South West Metropolitan Region.

The project was identified in the South West Group Strategic 
Plan 2015 to 2025 and builds on the work completed to date 
in the region on defining mass transit corridors (light rail and 
bus rapid transit) throughout the South West Metropolitan 
Region. The recently release Perth Transport Plan for 3.5 
Million also identified light rail and bus rapid transit corridors 
in the region, however the timeframe for their establishment 
was pushed well into the future.

The research aims to identify and prioritise light rail sections 
in the region that can be developed in the short term through 
shared funding models involving value capture, uplifts in 
zoning, increased densities and private sector investment.

This research is based on a land use and planning led 
approach, rather than the traditional public transport 
patronage demand models used by government agencies 
as the key decision making tool for public transport 
infrastructure and services provision.

The light rail sections will connect activity centres along 
activity corridors and be supported with planning scheme 
amendments that encourage higher residential density and 
commercial infill developments.

The South West Group will then be in a position to develop 
business cases and undertake cost benefit analysis for 
priority light rail network sections, in partnership with the 
member Councils, other key stakeholders and the private 
sector.

Transport NSW is planning for the establishment of a light rail network in 
the Western Sydney / Paramatta area to link with the Westmead precinct, 
Parramatta North, Camelia, Olympic Park and Strathfield.
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SUBDIVISIONS AND BUILDING APPROVALS 
FOR 2016/17

The subdivision figures to June 2016 for the region show 
a significantly reduced approvals result (772) compared 
to the last two quarters in 2015 (1,260 and 1,014), but an 
increasing trend in the number of subdivision approvals from 
the March quarter (421).

The remaining two quarters in 2016 would need to experience 
a significant increase in the number of subdivisions approved 
to compare favourably with figures over the last three to four 
years.

The region was responsible for almost 21% of subdivisions 
in the Perth Metropolitan Area for the first half of 2016, which 
is an improvement on the previous quarter (18.7%).

LGA 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 SEP QTR 15 DEC QTR 15 MAR QTR 16 JUN QTR 16

Cockburn 715 744 865 956 1 556 356 295 234 296

East Fremantle 4 5 7 2 14 6 0 0 0

Fremantle 128 120 105 130 169 23 57 37 46

Kwinana 359 278 572 835 1 414 224 281 60 120

Melville 251 224 186 226 239 56 81 42 69

Rockingham 1 110 1 060 1 439 1 371 1 525 595 300 48 341

Total Region 2 567 2 431 3 174 3 522 4 917 1 260 1 014 421 772

Total Perth 
Metro Area

10 193 9 259 12 949 14 929 17 616 4 569 3 777 2 247 3717

Percentage 
Region to 
Perth Metro

25.2% 27.7% 24.5% 23.6% 27.9% 27.6% 28.6% 18.7% 20.8%

SUBDIVISION LOT APPROVALS 2010/11 TO JUNE QTR 2016



The figure adjacent shows the key locations of subdivision 
approvals in the south metropolitan area for the June 2016 
quarter, with approvals along the Kwinana Freeway around 
Wellard and Baldivis featuring prominently in the South West 
Metropolitan Region.

Subdivisional lot activity usually creates a flow on effect in the 
number of building licence approvals sought and issued by 
the member Councils.

Building licence approvals to the end of September 2016 
shows 785 new houses and 126 “new other residential” 
developments (apartments, townhouses, grouped 
dwellings), resulting in 916 new dwelling approvals issued 
in the region. 

The total value of 2016-17 building approvals in the region 
was $343 million to the end of September 2016, which 
represents a below average 14.5% of the value of building 
approvals issued in the Perth Metropolitan Area (usually the 
region is responsible for around 20% of approvals in terms 
of building value).
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LGA
NEW  
HOUSES

NEW OTHER 
RESIDENTIAL

TOTAL 
DWELLINGS

VALUE 
RESIDENTIAL 
$000

VALUE  NON 
RESIDENTIAL 
$000

VALUE  
BUILDING 
$000

Cockburn 243 86 331 87 048 29,605 116,653

East Fremantle 2 - 2 1 883 2,900 4,783

Fremantle 26 4 31 16 242 10,837 27,079

Kwinana 190 4 194 41 276 18,052 59,328

Melville 68 26 96 48 638 7,405 56,043

Rockingham 256 6 262 66 231 12,987 79,218

Total Region 785 126 916 61 318 81,786 343,104

% Perth Metro 24.2% 9.3% 19.8% 18.4% 8.6% 14.5%

Total Perth 
Metro Area

3 244 1 360 4 620 1 422 259 945 315 2 365 570

BUILDING LICENCE APPROVALS TO SEPTEMBER QTR 2016

The subdivisional lot and building licence approvals for 
the South West Metropolitan Region are key drivers in the 
regional economy. Based on the most recent figures (2014-
15), the construction industry sector was responsible for:

 Â Employing around 22,000 people, and the second 
highest employment sector behind manufacturing

 Â Value adding $3.2 Billion, being the highest productivity 
sector in the region

 Â Over $13.2 Billion in total output (a measure of total 
sales), being the second highest output sector in the 
region behind manufacturing

 Â Having the largest number of businesses, with 5,744 
registered businesses, representing almost 20% of all 
registered businesses in the region.

Further information can be found on the South West Group 
economic profile portal at: 

http://economy.id.com.au/south-west-group

The South West Group has also established a regional 
forecasting portal which provides projections on population, 
housing and demographics at 

http://forecast.id.com.au/south-west-group

Page 5 | State Lot Activity June Quarter 2016

4.1  
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NEW WEBSITE LAUNCHED 

http://www.southwestgroup.com.au/ 

The South West Group has recently launched its new website 
to be more user friendly and capable of being accessed 
effectively by an extended range of devices.

A new interface and content management system (CMS) 
functionality has been put in place to ensure that information 
is relevant and up to date for the benefit of the Board 
and Committees, member Councils and our regional 
stakeholders.

“AT A GLANCE” 2016/17 REGIONAL PROFILE 
DOCUMENT 

The South West Group recently published its 2016/17  
“At a Glance” regional profile document.

The profile document has been expanded to include 
additional context and information that describes the region, 
its key economic assets and opportunities for the future 
including:

 Â the Board and member Councils

 Â key economic and growth dimensions

 Â transport and technology and 

 Â the natural environment.

The profile document is available on the South West Group 
website or hard copies can be provided on request by 
contacting Joanna Ong on joanne.ong@meliville.wa.gov.au 
or 9364 0637. 

The South West Group provides quarterly statistical 
updates for stakeholders in the region, so please contact 
Mick McCarthy on director@southwestgroup.com.au  or 
9364 0631. 
  

SOUTH WEST GROUP SUBMISSION ON PERTH 
TRANSPORT PLAN FOR 3.5 MILLION

The South West Group has a strong interest in transport 
planning and its integration with land use planning. The 
release of the draft Perth Transport Plan (PTP) for 3.5 Million 
in July 2016 by the Department of Transport outlined a 
range of transport proposals being considered by the State 
Government.

The South West Group commended the State Government 
on its goal to integrate road and freight transport with land 
use development and employment centres as a key outcome 
of the plan.

The South West Group supported most of the proposals 
put forward for the South West Metropolitan Region in 
the PTP (with some adjustments in term of timeframes 
for implementation) and identified a number of additional 
projects required in the region.

Overall, the proposals in the PTP were heavily weighted 
toward the central and north east sub-regions of the 
metropolitan area prompting the South West Group to 
advocate for greater investment and equity of expenditure 
in the South West Metropolitan Region. After all, the PTP 
reinforced that significantly more people, dwellings and jobs 
will need to be accommodated in the south west and south 
east corridors compared to other sub-regions and therefore 
require greater investment by the State Government in 
infrastructure and services to support this growth.

The South West Group looks forward to working with the 
State Government in the finalisation of the plan and has called 
for a bipartisan approach toward infrastructure planning and 
investment in the Perth and Peel regions.

A copy of the South West Group submission on the draft 
Perth Transport Plan for 3.5 Million can be found at:

http://www.southwestgroup.com.au/south-west-group/submissions/2016/
Perth%20Transport%20Plan%20for%203.5%20Million%20October%202016.
pdf/

Connecting 
with our 
Community.

Screenshot of new 
Website Home Page



MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

2016 proved to be a busy year for the South West Group 
with the Federal election on 2 July 2016 and the upcoming 
State election on 11 March 2017. Lobbying and advocacy for 
regional priorities and the facilitation of increased investment 
in the region have been the focus for key South West Group 
activities.

The lobbying and advocacy activities undertaken in the 
region have enabled the South West Group to outline regional 
priorities and gain feedback from MPs on issues relevant to 
the region.

Competition for attention of Federal and State MPs in the 
lead up to elections is fierce and we need to be well prepared 
in communicating our messages and responding to issues 
raised at the political level.

Although it was not possible for the South West Group to form 
a consolidated position on some issues, like the Perth Freight 
Link due to contrary positions established at Member Council 
levels, the Board was able to agree on a set of major regional 
priorities for advocacy that will ultimately benefit the region.

The outcome of the upcoming State election in March 2017 
will have a major bearing on a number of key initiatives 
being planning for the region and the Board looks forward 
to working with the State Government to resolve issues and 
move forward.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the South West 
Group Board for its support over the last year and wish them 
and all the residents and stakeholders in the region a happy 
and safe festive season.

MAYOR BRAD PETTITT
CHAIR SOUTH WEST GROUP 2016
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Contribute

If you would like to contribute to the 
Quarterly Bulletin, please contact the 
South West Group for further details on:  
director@southwestgroup.com.au

Feedback 

The South West Group exists to inform you 
on issues you want to hear, please email 
any feedback to the South West Group on:  
director@southwestgroup.com.au

Subscribe 

First name:

Surname:

Email:

Organisation:

Contact

SOUTH WEST GROUP
10 Almondbury Road, Booragoon WA 6154
Locked Bag 1 Booragoon WA 6954
T: +61 (8) 9364 0631
F: +61 (8) 9364 0285
E: director@southwestgroup.com.au
www.southwestgroup.com.au
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