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MEDIA STATEMENT 
 
 

SOUTH WEST GROUP APPLAUDS ANNOUNCEMENT OF HIGH-TECH MANUFACTURING HUB  
 
The Chair of the South West Group Board, Mayor Jim O’Neill, applauded the McGowan 
Government’s announcement that it will establish a dedicated high-tech manufacturing hub in 
the South West Group Region, namely Henderson, Kwinana and Rockingham. 
 
“We are delighted by the announcement. The significant potential of this Region to nurture 
industries that diversify the West Australian economy and create high-value, knowledge 
intensive jobs has long been championed by the South West Group and its member Councils.” 
Mayor O’Neill said. 
 
“The Group has been advocating for improved governance and coordination for the Western 
Trade Coast for many years and demonstrated most recently in our letter to Minister Saffioti last 
December. We appreciate the McGowan Government’s accessibility and openness to ideas.”  
 
South West Group Director Tom Griffiths commented “it is most pleasing that the advocacy 
position of our Group and the recommendations in our recent letter have been recognised by 
the McGowan Government. There is a strong need to develop an investment and trade strategy 
with supporting workforce plans, land use framework and regulatory environment. We’re happy 
to see Government make commitments to address this.” 
 
Personally a member of the Group since 2006, Kwinana Mayor Carol Adams said “this 
announcement is warmly welcomed at a time when our local community is experiencing high 
unemployment, particularly within our young population.”  
 
“The establishment of this hub will help to create pathways for young people through our TAFE 
and Trade Training Centres, providing them with hope for the future and providing local industry 
with a ready-made skilled workforce.” 
 
Cockburn Mayor Logan Howlett said “this critical initiative represents an opportunity to create 
thousands of jobs and training outcomes which are vital to providing a major boost to the region 
and the State’s economic growth and development. Apprenticeships, traineeships and the need 
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to generate and promote STEM disciplines for an ever changing world will help reduce high 
unemployment rates in the surrounding local governments, particularly for people in younger 
age groups.” 
 
Rockingham Mayor Barry Sammels commented “this announcement aligns with key outcomes 
from the City of Rockingham’s Economic Development Strategy 2020-2025 and will help support 
the realisation of our vision to develop and shape a robust and resilient economy that supports 
the growth and sustainability of new and existing businesses, and emerging industries and 
technologies.” 
 
“Manufacturing is currently one of the top three growth industries in Rockingham. A global high-
tech manufacturing hub will increase the potential to attract key strategic businesses to the 
Rockingham Industry Zone.” 
 
Mayor O’Neill said “we believe that the Local Government sector has an integral and ongoing 
role to play in facilitating economic development outcomes in this Region. We look forward to 
supporting and working closely with State Government, industry and other stakeholders to 
develop a master plan to implement the essential development of this precinct.” 
 
The South West Group is an alliance of six Local Governments in the South-West Metropolitan 
Area. Our members include the Town of East Fremantle and the Cities of Cockburn, Fremantle, 
Kwinana, Melville and Rockingham. 
 
 


